
O B J E C T I V E S

Revegetation around  waterways, dams  and
wetlands often concentrates on the terrestrial
species  - the trees and shrubs - because that’s
what we know and can easily source.
What about the fringing and aquatic species - the
reeds and the floating water plants?

Some species re-establish readily once stock are
excluded. Seed is either still there or comes in
with visiting ducks and waterfowl. Aquatic plants
like water ribbons, millfoils and swamp lilys are
now quite rare. .These are essential habitat for
many aquatic species.

Instream planting - aquatic and
fringing species

Re-estabishing the emergent and floating
plants in wetlands and dams

Water Ribbons
(Cycnogeton procerum)

K E Y  S T E P S

Landcare-led Landscape Resilience
Tools and data for restoration decisions

Check the revegetation guide for the list of
recommended aquatic species for your area

Source native  plants - there are specialist
nurseries for wetland plants 

Harvesting seed, corms or root cuttings from
natural sites can be done (but with care not to
impact the values of the natural sites) and
propagated yourself (see overleaf)

W H A T  I S  S U C C E S S ?

Swamp Lily (Ottelia
ovalifolia)



Plant out in early Spring 

May need to be weighed down
with rocks or pins until they
establish

May need protecting from
ducks (Wire guards) 

Take note of the high and low
water marks - most aquatic
plants can handle some drying
but check their requirements
and place accordingly 

R E C I P E  F O R
S U C C E S S  -
P L A N T I N G  O U T

Instream vegetation has a range of
functions essential for maintaining
the health of waterways

P R O P A G A T I O N

C O S T  C O N S I D E R A T I O N S

www.revegetation.org.au

A  L O C A L  N E T W O R K  O F  D E M O N S T R A T I O N
S I T E S  A R E  B E I N G  E S T A B L I S H E D  U T I L I S I N G

‘ B E S T  P R A C T I C E ’  R E S T O R A T I O N  A N D
R E V E G E T A T I O N  T E C H N I Q U E S  F O R  C L I M A T E
R E S I L I E N C E .  T H I S  I S  S H O W C A S I N G  O F  T H E

P O S I T I V E  E C O N O M I C ,  P R O D U C T I O N  A N D
E N V I R O N M E N T A L  I M P A C T S  O F  N A T I V E
V E G E T A T I O N  R E S T O R A T I O N ,  A N D  T H E

P O T E N T I A L  F O R  I N C O M E  S T R E A M S  F O R
B U S I N E S S  R E S I L I E N C E .

A q u a t i c  p l a n t s  f r o m  t h e  n u r s e r y
c a n  c o s t  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  t h e
u s u a l  t u b e s t o c k ,  b u t  t h e
n u m b e r s  y o u  n e e d  a r e  l e s s  -  i t s
n o t  a  m a s s  p l a n t i n g  t e c h n i q u e  

Use a basic native potting mix

Plant in a tray with no drainage

Take cuttings, rootstock or plant the
seeds in Summer/Autumn

Grow the rootmass over Autumn and
Winter in a greenhouse if you can

Plants will die down over Winter
regardless - as the weather warms up they
will repsprout and start growing again

In wetland areas, taking a small amount of
soil or mud and putting over the potting
mix tray can also result in plants
germinating 


